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FACT SHEET for COP 16 in CANCUN

Climate Change and Mayan Crops and Communities

[image: image2.jpg]oRY conorTIoN wer





· The relation between indigenous communities’ rights and the reduction of carbon emissions is crucial.

· Greenhouse gas emissions can increase the intensity and frequency of drought, floods, hurricanes, forest fires, and many other extreme weather events. 

· Warming temperatures associated with climate change will likely create increasingly dry conditions across much of the globe in the next 30 years, especially in Mexico.
Climate Change effects in the region surrounding Cancun, Mexico, site of the UNFCCC COP-16:
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Mayan communities’ crops and tropical rainforests in the city of Lazaro Cardenas have suffered great damage by hurricanes Stan and Wilma (both in 2005). Hurricane Dean ravaged the cities of Felipe Carrillo Puerto, Othon P. Blando and Jose Maria Morelos in 2007.

· There have been more than 917,935 hectares of lost crops, agriculture, and wood resources in the medium-elevation rainforests, and 270,109 hectares lost in the lowland rainforests. Damages can be translated into forest fires and the suspension of the forest usage permits, for which the ejidos worked very hard to obtain Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification.

· The FSC certified the forest communities in the state of Quintana Roo due to communities’ competency in meeting forest management standards that combine conservation 




    with land usage.
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Mayan farmers’ corn fields affected by the decade-long drought in the region:

· On November 23, 2009, 229 out of 400 farmers from the indigenous community of Felipe Carrillo Puerto, Cancun were detained for blocking the main federal highway connecting along the Riviera Maya North and South: Chetumal-Cancun, demanding disaster relief payments that had been denied their corn fields destroyed by the decade- long drought.



    Hope for compensation for the farmers affected by t he 2009 disaster. 

Since the insurance company Aseguradora Agraria Nacional (Pro-Agro) denied payment compensation to Mayan farmers, government officials agreed to pay 50% of what they lost (about 35 US Dollars per hectare). The total percentage claimed amounts to 3 million US Dollars.
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The agreement between Mayan farmers and the government did not apply to every affected crop, but only to those considered a total loss, which was a main reason for which Pro-Agro did not comply with such petition.

Farmers demand disaster relief in Felipe Carrillo Puerto, Quintana Roo.  September 13, 2010.
Alfredo Esquivel, who legally represents the Mayan farmers, the Aseguradora Agraria Nacional (Pro-Agro) still had not complied with the payment for lost crops; this is the main reason why 200 farmers peacefully protested once again demanding the remaining 50% on September 13, 2010.
· Mayan people are suffering increasing food insecurity without their corn crops forcing them to buy basic staples, mainly corn at market prices; few have the financial means to do so.

· Mexico has to buy corn from the United States since Mexico’s agricultural sector does not receive the level of subsidies that the U.S. gets from its government; Mexican farmers subsidize US corn production themselves through: “unpaid family labor, small-scale commercial activities, and from the more than $9 billion in annual remittances sent home by Mexicans working in the United States.”

· The price of corn is further driven up by the increased global demand for ethanol production as a substitute for gasoline, which is driving up the price of tortillas in Mexico.

· There is a dramatic increase in the portion of U.S. corn crops being used to make fuel rather than food. This could result in more than 40 percent of the nation’s corn crop being diverted to ethanol production. The corn ethanol industry has received over $30 billion in federal subsidies over the last three decades.
· The possibility of 50% larger outlets for corn ethanol will increase the corn futures prices and attract even more speculation, affecting prices of all other food products and triggering new hunger riots all over the developing world.
· Situations like this one leave many Mexican farmers without means to subsist and sustain their families.

Recommendations:

For the Mayans, food security and cultural survival depend on a drastic cut in greenhouse gas emissions by the industrial countries. Immediate commitments must be made at COP 16 in Cancun. Governments from the most-polluting nations must also provide financial and technological resources to poor countries and communities to help them “adapt” to the current impacts from climate change. Mayans are also calling for the full application of the UN Declaration on the rights of Indigenous Peoples to all decisions made at COP-16.
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